Westside Los Angeles
Neighborhood Guide for
Home Buyers

Explore LA's most desirable neighborhoods with this
comprehensive guide designed to help you find your perfect
Westside home. From beachfront enclaves to upscale
residential areas, discover the unique character, lifestyle, and
investment potential of each community.




Neighborhood Profiles — The Heart of the Westside

Coastal & Lifestyle Neighborhoods
"Beach Cities"

These communities offer prime beach

access, outdoor activities, and the

quintessential Southern California lifestyle.

Venice: Creative energy with iconic
boardwalk

e Santa Monica: Polished beach living

with urban amenities

e Marina del Rey: Waterfront living with a

resort atmosphere

e Playa del Rey: Laid-back beachside

enclave
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Classic & Upscale Westside Living " The
Upper Westside"

These established neighborhoods offer
prestige, privacy, and long-term value in

prime locations.

e Brentwood: Quiet prestige with leafy,

upscale charm

» Beverly Hills: World-famous luxury and

timeless appeal

Cheviot Hills: Traditional elegance with

country club calm

e Bel Air: Gated, ultra-luxury enclave
tucked into the hills above Los Angeles
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Central, Accessible & Emerging Areas
"The Suburban Westside'"

These neighborhoods offer convenience,
value, and strong investment potential with

central locations.
e Mar Vista: Quietly trendy with strong
appreciation

e Playa Vista: Modern tech-focused
planned community
e Westchester: Family-friendly with room

to grow

e West LA: Central, practical, and full of
potential

Each neighborhood offers distinct advantages for different lifestyles and investment goals. In the following slides, we'll explore each
area in detail to help you find your perfect Westside match.



Part 1: Exploring LA's Premier
Coastal Neighborhoods

Welcome to an insider's guide to Los Angeles’' most desirable
coastal communities. As your real estate consultant, I'll take
you through five distinctive neighborhoods that offer the
quintessential Southern California lifestyle, each with its own
unique character and appeal. From artistic enclaves to tech
hubs, these communities represent some of the most coveted
addresses in Los Angeles County.




Venice — Coastal Creative Energy with Iconic California Vibe

Stretching from Rose Avenue to Washington Boulevard and from Lincoln to the Pacific,
Venice embodies the artistic soul of LA's Westside. This walkable, bohemian

neighborhood has evolved into a tech hotspot while maintaining its creative edge.

Property Profile

Homes range from $1.5M to S5M+, featuring character-rich bungalows, sleek

modern builds, and the coveted Venice Canals properties.

Resident Snapshot

Tech professionals and creatives with median income around $120K and median

age of 37, creating a dynamic community atmosphere.

From the iconic boardwalk to trendy Abbot Kinney Bl to Washington Square,
Venice offers a lifestyle where surf culture meets Silicon Beach innovation.

"Venice buyers value lifestyle as much as real estate.

Surf meets Silicon Beach.” — Derrick's Insight



Santa Monica — Polished Beach Living with Urban Convenience

Location & Boundaries Housing Options Community Profile

Spanning from Ocean to Lincoln and Diverse residential inventory from $1.2M to Executives, families, and retirees with
Wilshire to Marine, Santa Monica offers a S$6M+, including luxury condos, traditional median income of $115K and median age of
prime coastal location with urban homes, and premium estates. 40, creating a stable, established

amenities. community.

Santa Monica delivers the quintessential upscale beach lifestyle with top-rated schools, Montana Avenue boutiques, and the famous
3rd Street Promenade, and the Santa Monica Pier all within a sophisticated coastal setting.

"Santa Monica blends long-term value with lifestyle." — Derrick's Insight



Playa del Rey — Laid-Back Beachside Enclave with Hidden Charm

"Playa del Rey feels like a peaceful beach town stuck

in time—in a good way." — Derrick's Insight

Nestled between Ballona Creek and Imperial Highway, from Pershing to the
Ocean, Playa del Rey preserves an authentic, relaxed beach town atmosphere
that's increasingly rare in Los Angeles.

S1.1M-S4M ~S110K

Price Range Median Income

From charming beach cottages to Diverse community of locals, pilots (due to
stunning hillside homes and ocean-view LAX proximity), and creative

condos professionals

~39
Median Age

Attracts established professionals seeking

coastal tranquility

The lifestyle centers around extensive bike paths, dog-friendly beaches, and
under-the-radar local establishments that residents treasure.



Marina del Rey — Waterfront
Living with a Resort Feel

The Marina Lifestyle Property Details

Bordered by Ballona Creek, Homes range from $S850K to S3M,
Washington, and Lincoln to the primarily featuring luxury condos,
beach, Marina del Rey offers an townhomes, and premium
unparalleled nautical experience waterfront properties that attract
with North America's largest man- boating enthusiasts and

made small craft harbor. professionals.

With median income around $120K and median age of 42, Marina del Rey
attracts a sophisticated demographic seeking a resort-like atmosphere. The

community enjoys direct access to sailing, trendy waterfront dining, and a

peaceful respite from urban life while maintaining proximity to tech hubs.

"It's like a permanent vacation home with unbeatable access to the

ocean.” — Derrick's Insight




Part 2: Classic and Upscale
Westside Neighborhoods

Exploring LA's Upper Westside Enclaves

Welcome to a curated guide to Los Angeles' most
distinguished and desirable inland neighborhoods. In this
section, I'll introduce you to four legacy communities that
define prestige, privacy, and timeless appeal on the Westside.

From tree-lined estates in Brentwood to the legendary streets
of Beverly Hills and the ultra-private hills of Bel Air, each
offers refined living, architectural beauty, and exceptional
long-term value.




Brentwood — Quiet Prestige with Leafy,
Upscale Charm

Location & Vibe

Spanning from Sunset to San Vicente, 26th to the 405, Brentwood exudes a traditional, family-

friendly, and refined atmosphere.

Resident Profile

Home to executives, affluent families, and notable celebrities, fostering a sophisticated and close-knit

community.

Housing & Values

Properties range from $1.6M to S10M+, including grand estates, timeless mid-century homes, and

luxury condos.

Lifestyle & Demographics

Residents enjoy the Brentwood Country Mart, access to top-rated schools, and expansive hiking trails.

Median income is ~$140K, with a median age of ~43.

Brentwood offers a serene escape within the city, known for its pristine streets, community events, and

access to some of the Westside's most cherished amenities.

"Brentwood offers peace, pedigree, and long-term value." — Derrick’s Insight




Bel Air — Ultra-Exclusive Hillside Retreat
with Timeless Elegance

Location & Boundaries

Nestled in the hills from Sunset to Mulholland and Stone Canyon to the 405, Bel Air
represents the pinnacle of exclusive residential living.

Housing Options

Estate properties from $3M to S50M+, featuring architectural masterpieces, gated

compounds, and sprawling hillside mansions with panoramic views.

Community Profile

Entertainment moguls, tech titans, and global elite with median income of $200K+ and

median age of 48, creating an ultra-private, sophisticated enclave.

Bel Air delivers unparalleled privacy and prestige with its winding tree-lined streets, world-class
security, and proximity to the Hotel Bel-Air and exclusive country clubs, all within a legendary

hillside setting.

"Bel Air is where privacy meets prestige—it's not just a neighborhood, it's a legacy.” — Derrick's

Insight




Beverly Hills — World-Famous Luxury and

Timeless Prestige

Boundaries

From Santa Monica Blvd to Sunset, Whittier to
Doheny, encompassing the iconic Golden

Triangle and sprawling hillside estates.

Resident Profile

Home to celebrities, international buyers, and
affluent families seeking unparalleled privacy

and status.

Lifestyle

Defined by Rodeo Drive's designer boutiques,
world-class fine dining, and access to top-tier

private schools.

Vibe
Iconic, elegant, and ultra-elite, known globally

for its opulence, sophisticated shopping, and

exclusive lifestyle.

Housing & Values

Properties range from $2.5M to S20M+,
including grand estates, luxurious villas, and

high-end luxury condos.

Demographics

Median income around $145K, with a median
age of 44, reflecting a well-established and
sophisticated community.

Beverly Hills offers a lifestyle of unparalleled glamour and convenience, with meticulously

maintained streets, lush landscapes, and direct access to cultural landmarks and

entertainment hubs.

"Beverly Hills is luxury that never goes out of style—it’s always in demand."” — Derrick’s

Insight




Cheviot Hills — Family-Friendly Sophistication
with Village Charm

Location & Boundaries

Nestled between Pico and Olympic, from Motor to the 405, Cheviot Hills offers a serene residential

enclave with excellent connectivity.

Vibe
Quiet, family-oriented, and sophisticated, known for its strong sense of community and traditional

suburban charm.

Resident Profile

Home to professionals, established families, and entertainment industry executives seeking a peaceful

retreat with excellent schools.

Housing & Values

Properties range from $1.8M to S6M+, featuring classic single-family homes, Tudor-style residences,

and modern architectural gems.

Lifestyle

Centered around family life with proximity to Rancho Park Golf Course, excellent dining on Pico

Boulevard, and top-rated schools.

Cheviot Hills provides the perfect balance of suburban tranquility and urban accessibility, with tree-lined

streets, strong community bonds, and convenient access to Century City and Beverly Hills.




Part 3: Central and Accessible
Westside Neighborhoods

Suburban Westside Neighborhoods

Discover the vibrant heart of the Westside—where convenience,
culture, and opportunity intersect. These dynamic neighborhoods
are ideal for first-time buyers, creatives, and investors looking for
strong value, walkability, and access to LA’s expanding tech and
media corridors. Whether you want a starter home or smart long-

term play, these areas offer strong potential with a distinct LA vibe.




Mar Vista — Creative Community with Mid-

Century Modern Charm

Boundaries

From Venice Blvd to Ballona Creek, extending
from Centinela to Lincoln, offering easy access
to the beach and city.

Who Lives Here

Young professionals, artists, tech workers, and
families drawn to the area's affordability and

proximity to Santa Monica and Venice.

Lifestyle

Centered around the trendy Grand View
Boulevard, local farmers markets, and easy
access to Silicon Beach companies.

Vibe
Artistic, diverse, and family-friendly, known for

its creative energy, walkable streets, and strong
neighborhood identity.

Homes

Properties range from $1.2M to S3M+,
featuring classic mid-century modern homes,

charming bungalows, and new construction.

Demographics
Median income around $95K, with a median
age of 38, reflecting a younger, creative, and

professionally diverse community.

Mar Vista offers an authentic LA neighborhood experience with its tree-lined streets, local coffee shops,

and strong sense of community, all while maintaining excellent connectivity to major employment

centers.

"Mar Vista is where creativity meets opportunity—it's the Westside's best-kept secret for smart buyers."

— Derrick's Insight




Culver City — Creative Hub with Urban Village

Charm

Boundaries

From Washington Blvd to Ballona Creek,
extending from La Cienega to Lincoln,
strategically positioned between Santa Monica
and downtown LA.

Who Lives Here

Entertainment professionals, tech workers,
young families, and creatives attracted to the
area's central location and cultural amenities.

Lifestyle
Centered around the revitalized downtown
district, award-winning restaurants, the Arts

District, and proximity to major studios.

Vibe
Dynamic, artistic, and rapidly evolving, known

for its entertainment industry presence,

walkable downtown, and thriving food scene.

Homes

Properties range from $1.1M to $2.8M+,
featuring California bungalows, Spanish-style

homes, modern condos, and new developments.

Demographics
Median income around $85K, with a median
age of 36, reflecting a younger, diverse, and

professionally creative community.

Culver City combines small-town charm with big-city amenities, offering excellent transit connectivity,

cultural attractions, and a walkable downtown that's become a destination for dining and entertainment.

"Culver City is where Hollywood history meets modern innovation—it's the perfect blend of creative

energy and urban convenience.” — Derrick's Insight




Palms — Affordable Diversity with Authentic

LA Character

Boundaries

From Pico Boulevard to the 10 Freeway,
extending from Overland to the 405, offering

central connectivity to the entire Westside.

Who Lives Here

Working professionals, young families, artists,
and service workers drawn to the area's

affordability and central Westside location.

Lifestyle

Centered around local taquerias, family-owned
businesses, nearby parks, and easy access to
Culver City and Santa Monica.

Vibe
Multicultural, unpretentious, and evolving,

known for its authentic neighborhood feel,

diverse dining scene, and strong community

bonds.

Homes

Properties range from $900K to $2.2M+,
featuring post-war bungalows, duplexes, small
apartment buildings, and new townhome

developments.

Demographics

Median income around $65K, with a median
age of 35, reflecting a younger, diverse, and

working-class community.

Palms offers genuine neighborhood living with its tree-lined residential streets, authentic local businesses,

and strong sense of community, all while providing excellent value and connectivity to premium Westside

locations.

"Palms is the last affordable gateway to the Westside—authentic LA living with huge upside potential.”

— Derrick's Insight




Westchester — Aviation-Adjacent Convenience

with Suburban Comfort

Boundaries
From Manchester Boulevard to Imperial
Highway, extending from Sepulveda to Lincoln,

strategically positioned near LAX and the coast.

Who Lives Here

Aviation professionals, young families, retirees,
and commuters drawn to the area's convenience

and suburban atmosphere.

Lifestyle

Centered around local parks, shopping centers,
easy beach access, and proximity to LAX for

frequent travelers.

Vibe
Established, family-oriented, and practical,
known for its quiet residential streets, proximity

to the airport, and strong community feel.

Homes

Properties range from $800K to $2.5M+,
featuring post-war tract homes, ranch-style

houses, and newer developments near the
beach.

Demographics

Median income around $75K, with a median
age of 42, reflecting a stable, middle-class, and

family-focused community.

Westchester offers practical suburban living with its tree-lined streets, established neighborhoods, and

unbeatable convenience to both LAX and the beach, making it ideal for those who value accessibility and

community.

"Westchester is where convenience meets comfort—it's the practical choice for Westside living with

global connections.” — Derrick's Insight




Playa Vista — Silicon Beach's Modern Oasis

with Tech Innovation

Boundaries

From Jefferson Boulevard to Ballona Creek,
extending from Lincoln to the 405, strategically
positioned between LAX and the beach

communities.

Who Lives Here

Tech professionals, young couples, and career-
focused individuals drawn to the area's modern

amenities and Silicon Beach location.

Lifestyle

Centered around the modern Campus El
Segundo, nearby tech offices, upscale dining,

and easy access to both beach and airport.

Vibe
Modern, planned, and tech-forward, known for
its contemporary architecture, green spaces,

and proximity to major technology companies.

Homes

Properties range from $1.3M to S4M+,
featuring modern condos, luxury townhomes,
and contemporary single-family homes in

planned developments.

Demographics
Median income around $120K, with a median
age of 34, reflecting a younger, high-earning,

and tech-savvy community.

Playa Vista offers contemporary living with its master-planned community design, state-of-the-art
amenities, and prime location in the heart of Silicon Beach, making it ideal for tech professionals and

modern urban dwellers.

"Playa Vista is where Silicon Beach innovation meets coastal living—it's the future of LA's tech

corridor.” — Derrick's Insight




Westwood — Academic Excellence with Upscale

Village Charm

Boundaries

From Wilshire Boulevard to Sunset Boulevard,
extending from the 405 to Beverly Hills,
centered around UCLA and Westwood Village.

Who Lives Here

UCLA faculty and staff, medical professionals,
graduate students, and affluent families drawn
to the area's educational excellence and

prestige.

Lifestyle

Centered around UCLA campus life, Westwood
Village shopping and dining, cultural events,
and proximity to world-class medical facilities.

Vibe
Sophisticated, academic, and prestigious,

known for its proximity to UCLA, upscale

shopping, and intellectual atmosphere.

Homes

Properties range from $1.8M to S5M+,

featuring luxury condos, Mediterranean-style
homes, and high-rise apartments near the
university.

Demographics

Median income around $110K, with a median
age of 39, reflecting an educated, affluent, and

professionally accomplished community.

Westwood combines academic prestige with upscale living, offering tree-lined streets, cultural

sophistication, and proximity to one of the nation's top universities, making it ideal for those who value

education and refinement.

"Westwood is where academic excellence meets upscale living—it's the intellectual heart of the

Westside." — Derrick's Insight
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West LA — Sophisticated Urban Village with

Westside Prestige

Boundaries

From Pico Boulevard to Wilshire Boulevard,
extending from the 405 to Beverly Hills,
encompassing the historic Westwood and

Sawtelle areas.

Who Lives Here

Professionals, empty nesters, international
residents, and young families drawn to the

area's convenience and cultural richness.

Lifestyle

Centered around world-class dining, high-end
shopping, cultural attractions, and easy access
to both UCLA and Beverly Hills.

Vibe
Sophisticated, diverse, and established, known
for its excellent restaurants, cultural diversity,

and prime central Westside location.

Homes

Properties range from $1.2M to S4M+,
featuring mid-century modern homes, luxury
condos, and contemporary townhomes in well-
established neighborhoods.

Demographics

Median income around $95K, with a median
age of 41, reflecting an educated, diverse, and

professionally successful community.

West LA offers sophisticated living with its blend of international culture, culinary excellence, and prime

Westside positioning, making it ideal for those who appreciate diversity and urban refinement.

"West LA is the cosmopolitan heart of the Westside—where global culture meets California

sophistication.” — Derrick’s Insight




Beverlywood — Charming Village Oasis with

Family-Friendly Appeal

Boundaries

From Olympic Boulevard to Pico Boulevard,
extending from Robertson to La Cienega,

nestled between Beverly Hills and Culver City.

Who Lives Here

Young families, professionals, empty nesters,
and long-time residents drawn to the area's
strong community bonds and family-friendly

environment.

Lifestyle

Centered around excellent public schools, local

parks, community events, and easy access to
both Beverly Hills shopping and Culver City

dining.

Vibe
Charming, family-oriented, and community-
focused, known for its tree-lined streets,

excellent schools, and neighborhood village

atmosphere.

Homes

Properties range from $1.5M to S3M+,
featuring charming bungalows, traditional
cottages, and well-maintained single-family

homes with mature landscaping.

Demographics

Median income around $85K, with a median
age of 38, reflecting a stable, family-focused,

and professionally established community.
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Beverlywood offers charming residential living with its strong sense of community, excellent schools, and
prime location between Beverly Hills and Culver City, making it ideal for families seeking neighborhood

charm with Westside convenience.

"Beverlywood is where neighborhood charm meets family values—it's the perfect blend of community

and convenience.” — Derrick's Insight




Century City — Modern High-Rise Living with
Business District Sophistication

Boundaries

From Santa Monica Boulevard to Pico
Boulevard, extending from Avenue of the Stars
to Century Park East, centered around the

iconic Century City towers.

Who Lives Here

Entertainment executives, business
professionals, attorneys, and affluent
individuals drawn to the area's luxury amenities

and corporate convenience.

Lifestyle

Centered around high-end shopping at Century
City Mall, fine dining, cultural events, and
proximity to major entertainment studios and

law firms.

Vibe

Modern, sophisticated, and business-focused,
known for its impressive skyline, luxury
shopping, and proximity to major

entertainment companies.

Homes

Properties range from $1.8M to $8M+,
featuring luxury high-rise condos, penthouses,
and modern townhomes with stunning city and

ocean views.

Demographics

Median income around $130K, with a median
age of 42, reflecting a successful, career-
focused, and professionally accomplished

community.

Century City offers modern urban living with its impressive skyline, luxury amenities, and prime business

district location, making it ideal for professionals who value convenience and sophisticated city living.

"Century City is where business meets luxury living—it's the ultimate urban professional's paradise on

the Westside." — Derrick's Insight
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Palms — Affordable Diversity with Authentic

LA Character

Boundaries

From the 10 Freeway to National Boulevard,
extending from Overland Avenue to Venice
Boulevard, positioned between Culver City and
Mar Vista.

Who Lives Here

Young professionals, artists, families, and
international residents drawn to the area's
affordability, transit access, and cultural

diversity.

Lifestyle

Centered around walkable neighborhoods,
Metro Expo Line access, diverse dining options,
and proximity to both Culver City and Santa

Monica.

Vibe
Diverse, walkable, and authentic, known for its
multicultural community, excellent Metro

access, and unpretentious neighborhood

character.

Homes

Properties range from $600K to $S1.5M,
featuring primarily apartments and condos with

some small single-family homes and duplexes.

Demographics

Median income around $65K, with a median
age of 34, reflecting a young, diverse, and

transit-oriented community.

Palms offers authentic LA living with its diverse community, excellent walkability, and convenient Metro

access, making it ideal for those seeking affordable Westside living with genuine neighborhood character.

"Palms is where authentic LA diversity meets Westside convenience—it's the real deal without the

pretense." — Derrick's Insight
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Westside Los Angeles: The Neighborhood Map
Overview

From iconic beachfronts to elegant hillside enclaves, the
Westside is a mosaic of vibrant neighborhoods—each with
its own unique character, lifestyle, and real estate
opportunities.

This map highlights the 16 core areas featured in your
guide, offering a visual orientation to help you explore
where you'll feel most at home.



Derrick Ruiz — 40 Years of Results-
Driven Expertise

With over 500 successful closings and four decades of dedicated service to
Westside Los Angeles, Derrick Ruiz has built an unparalleled reputation as one of
the region's most trusted real estate professionals. His deep neighborhood
knowledge, combined with a results-driven approach, has helped countless
families find their perfect home while navigating the complexities of LA's

premium real estate market.

Derrick's expertise spans every corner of the Westside—from the beachfront
communities of Venice and Santa Monica to the exclusive enclaves of Bel Air and
Beverly Hills. His commitment to client success, market insight, and
personalized service has made him the go-to broker for discerning buyers and
sellers seeking exceptional results in one of America's most competitive real

estate markets.

"My four decades in Westside real estate have taught me that every client
deserves not just a transaction, but a true partnership in achieving their real

estate dreams.” — Derrick Ruiz




Ready to Start Your Home Search?

Finding your perfect Westside home requires more than just browsing listings—it demands local expertise, market
insight, and a trusted partner who understands your unique needs. Let's schedule a personal consultation to discuss

your goals, explore neighborhoods that match your lifestyle, and develop a winning strategy for your home search. Call

me today.
. Call or Text v&( Email € Website
310-308-3174 derrick.ruiz@exprealty.com DerrickRuiz.com
B Facebook ggi Instagram B YouTube
Follow for market updates and listings See inside Westside homes and Watch neighborhood tours and buying
@DerrickRuizLLABroker neighborhoods @DerrickRuiz tips. @DerrickRuiz

Your Westside dream home is waiting—let's make it happen together.

My DRE# 00919713 - eXp Realty of Greater Los Angeles Inc. 02188471


https://www.derrickruiz.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DerrickRuizLABroker
https://instagram.com/derrickruiz
https://www.youtube.com/@DerrickRuiz



